
 

 

A Profile of the Rev. Paul Elder, Deacon of St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church 

By Bishop John H. Taylor 

Twenty years ago, long before he became a deacon in the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles, the 
Rev. Paul Elder and his wife, Barbara, returned to their native England for a six-month-long visit. 
While there, they devoted long hours as volunteers to help turn a disused part of a church into 
a homeless shelter. 

Paul came home as a committed and energetic advocate for the homeless. He brings a variety 
of professional experience to his work, including chef at the Savoy in London, real estate agent, 
and builder. As a deacon assigned to St. Aidan's Episcopal Church in Malibu, Paul models 
Christ's heart for those he serves while keeping the church focused on the second great 
commandment -- because if we really love our neighbors as ourselves, they won't ever have to 
sleep on the street. 



Along with other housing advocates and experts from around our diocese and region, Paul is 
deeply involved with the diocese housing justice task force. The task force strives to combat 
housing insecurity. Paul is an exemplar of such efforts. He is also a member of the Malibu Task 
Force on Homelessness which has raised funds to pay two full-time social workers who do 
outreach to the local homeless. So far, more than 45 people have been provided with housing 
and support services. The City of Malibu has now taken the program over. Talk about faith in 
action in the public square! 

Paul is also intimately involved in Project Homeward Bound, a program which identifies 
homeless people who are willing to go home but need financial help (and perhaps someone to 
reach out to their families). Several St. Aidan’s members have contributed to this program. 
There's lots more going at St. Aidan's thanks to this gracious deacon, the support of the Rev. Dr. 
Joyce Stickney, rector, and the people they serve. 

Paul doesn't sentimentalize or idealize the homeless. The work can sometimes be hard, and not 
everyone says thank you. But the deacon doesn't do it to feel better about himself. He does it 
for the glory of God. "And yet some of them are so great," he said. "I just love working with-- " 
Then his voice caught in his throat. His eyes glistened. And he smiled. 


